A Celebration of Life
Skylar Topaz Feather

Photo Taken by Skylar Feather on his cell phone at the Garden of
Eden

Born to Life: May 9th, 1990
Born to Eternal Life: January 5th, 2009

FOREVER WILD
“As Time Flows Blindly on,
The seasons pass and play their song,
And in your eyes I see a smile,
Saying your forever wild,
Forever wild in your soul,
The dance of freedom makes you whole,
Walk the earth as natures child,
And sing your song forever wild.”

Poem by J McCullum
Dedicated to Skylar
With Love from Mom , Yvonne Rose Feather

Letter of Introduction
HI, my name is Skylar Feather. I have
attended San Lorenzo Valley High School for
four years. In my freshman year I decided I
wanted to have a career in Culinary Arts.
Based on the fact that I got my first job at
Spanky’s Café located in Ben Lomond. I
learned cooking skills and prep work on how a
restaurant is managed. I took cooking classes
at SLV High School in my freshman year
because my goal was to major in Culinary Arts.
I have kept this one day a week Sunday job at
Spanky’s Cafe for the past four years. Into my
sophomore year I knew I wanted to have more
responsibility and experience working with
food. So I applied for a job at the Ben Lomond
Market. I worked there for 1 year and 8
months. I started as customer service, then
moved on to the Deli Dept. were I learned even
more about prep-cooking and working with
food. I was also trained in the Meat Dept. Next

I was promoted to cashier for three months. I
left the Ben Lomond Market in my junior year
to take classes in sports, landscaping and
culinary arts at Cabrillo College.

Career and College Goals
	


My goals are to go to culinary school and

one day buy some land in the Santa Cruz
Mountains. To grow vegetables and fruits that can
be used to cook fresh meals for people that come to

my resort. I will have a bed in breakfast for people
to come sleep wake up and dine on fresh food
grown off of my land. As you can see in my
academic focus of Hort 60A landscape design and
Hort 160 edible landscaping classes, I took at
Cabrillo College in 2006 and 2007. I have put a lot
of thought into my design for growing food for my
business. I feel Quality Producer, Complex Thinker
would best describe me. These classes really
inspired me, made me want to buy my property and
grow the food I cook. My goals are to take classes
in the fall at Cabrillo College for a Culinary Arts
degree. While I take basketball classes, as well
maintain my job at Restart Solutions of Scotts
Valley and Spanky’s Cafe. So I can make a living
for my self, graduate, and start my own life with a
good job and house. With a good source of income I
will be able to achieve my goals. My mother taught
me how to get my work done and to follow my
goals in life and nothing can hold me back.

Special Interest Basketball

	


I have loved to play basketball ever since I

played for the Eugene, OR Tar Heals in 2000 when
our team was undefeated. Then I played for the
Eugene, OR Titans in 2001. In 2003 I was on the
SLV Wizards basketball team, I was voted
inspirational player. After, I played on gym time, at
school, and after school, whenever I could to get my
skills up. I started taking classes at Cabrillo Collage
when I was 16 and grew to 6 feet 4 inches tall. I

wanted a bigger challenge. I have taken spring 2007
and 2008 basketball classes at Cabrillo. Basketball
has taught me a lot about team work and how to
work with each other. My favorite sport has been
basketball all through out my life. I am enrolled this
summer, at Cabrillo, to learn to play on a college
basketball team. I would like to try out and play on
the Cabrillo school team. I have always tried my
hardest when it came to basketball. My mom even
got me my own basketball stand and hoop for our
house so I could practice. I would run the fastest
every time just to get the ball on every play. This
showed dedication to my teammates and it pushed
everyone to want to do better. I am 6 feet 5 in tall
going in to my summer classes at Cabrillo College
and will work very hard on my game. My goal is to
one day play in the NBA and make a living on
basketball. To play the game I love and make a
living at it, is one of my dreams.

Special Interest Chess
	


HI, its Skylar. Here is an interesting fact

about my childhood life. When I was five years old
my mom’s friend taught me how to play chess in
only three games. I had no one to play chess with so
my mom put me on the computer to play chess with
the Sirus computer program. With in a week of
playing the computer every day I had told my mom
I had beaten the computer. This was at the time
when the Big Blue chess competition was in the
news paper. So my mom called her friend Jeff, who
was a chess master for ten years, and had won many
competitions him self. Jeff came over and spent the
afternoon with me, as I played chess on the
computer. He told my mom yes, I had beaten the
computer on intermediate level which was good
because I had only played chess with a real person
three times. He taught me how to play chess for six
years after that until I was eleven years old. In 2001,
I was eleven years old and won the Grand
Champion for Chess for my age division in the

State of Oregon. After I became the Chess
Champion I moved to Santa Cruz, California with
my mom. I had never been able to beat Jeff at chess
not one time. He never would let me win and I
could not beat him, in all of the six years he taught
me. Two years after I won the State Championship
for Oregon, I started playing chess with Jeff again
over www.pogo.com he would be in Oregon at his
house and I would be in California at my house. I
was thirteen it was May 27th 2003 on Tuesday
afternoon, when I beat Jeff at chess over pogo.com
for the first time!

My Favorite Garden Style is…
	


My favorite style of gardening would be the

edible kind. I would grow just plants in my front
yard. If I were to grow fruits and vegetables the
animals would eat them all. I would have wisteria
growing up the side of my house with roses, daises,
carnations, and other wonderful flowers all over.

	


In the back of my house I would grow many

kinds of plants, fruits and vegetables, from apple
trees to blueberry bushes. Pretty much any thing
that tastes good and that you can eat you will find in
my garden. Also I would grow many kinds of herbs
and spices, for they can be used to season my food.
Cooking is one of my most favorite things to do and
I love eating all different kinds of food. My garden
would be so great that all the food I need to eat I
will be able to find right outside in my backyard.
This would give me a lot move spending money.
	


It would consist of many long beds as far as

you could see. And in those beds would be all the
most wonderful kinds of fruits and vegetables ready
to pick and eat. You won’t even need to rinse the
food off with water before eating. I would have an
automatic sprinkler system to water and rinse the
plants, veggies, and fruits. My whole garden would
be surrounded with blackberry bushes. Just on the
outside perimeter so that the brambles don’t get in
the way, or prick you.

	


In the center of my garden would be a

magnificent water fall 30ft tall. The pond of the
waterfall would have different kinds of fish. I would
have big sunflowers all over the garden, because
sunflowers are nice to look at and the seeds they
produce are delicious.

A Life Fully Lived
Skylar Feather was born at home in
Eugene, Oregon on May 9, 1990 and passed
from this earth too soon on January 5, 2009.
He was in a car accident on Felton Empire
Grade driving down from Bonne Doon on a
rainy, foggy night when his brakes failed and
he hydroplaned off the cliff 150 feet. The guard
rail ended one-tenth of a mile before this
location.
Skylar graduated from San Lorenzo
Valley High School in 2008. He also attended
Cabrillo College since 10th grade, studying
basketball, weight training, algebra, landscape
design and edible landscaping. He had dreams
of studying Culinary Arts and one day owning a

bed and breakfast resort in the Santa Cruz
Mountains, serving his guests with all organic
natural foods that he had grown himself.
He accomplished many things in his 18
years of life that most don’t complete in a
lifetime. He won numerous awards for

Basketball and Soccer.

He won the Oregon

State Chess Championship in 2001, sponsored
by the Boys & Girls Club. He learned how to
play chess at the age of five.
Skylar had a work ethic that was
appreciated by all who worked side by side
with him in his short career because of his
willingness to help out when he could and
make their job easier. In addition to going to
high school, attending college, working at
Spanky’s Café every Sunday since he was 13,
he also worked at the Ben Lomond Market for
2 years and learned a variety of job positions.
Next he worked for Restart Solutions of Scotts
Valley, where he had been employed for one
year until January 5th, 2009.

He marketed

newspapers all across the country and was
one of the top salespersons on many
occasions.
Skylar had a love for all his friends and
family.

He will be deeply missed and loved

forever by all who know him.

Family, friends

and co-workers will surely miss his genuine
smile and his energetic presence in their lives.

